FACILITY SHARING COVENANT
(For Multi-Ethnic and Multi-Language United Methodist Congregations in accordance with ¶2551, Book of Discipline 2020/2024)

This Facility Sharing Covenant (“Covenant”) is entered into this ___ day of _________, 20    , by and between:
· [Name of Host Church], a United Methodist Church located at ______________________________, and
· [Name of Partner Church or Fellowship], a United Methodist congregation, fellowship, or ethnic faith community located at ______________________________.

RECITALS
WHEREAS, both parties are part of The United Methodist Church, and their ministries are governed by the Book of Discipline, including ¶2551, which encourages shared use of church facilities for ministry with ethnic and multi-language faith communities;

WHEREAS, the Host Church desires to offer its space for use by a culturally distinct Partner Church or fellowship, in support of their worship, community formation, and outreach;

WHEREAS, the parties enter this Covenant in a spirit of connectional relationship, mutual respect, and the shared mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world;

NOW, THEREFORE, the Host Church and Partner Church covenant together under the following terms:

1. Purpose
This Covenant supports shared facility use by congregations of distinct cultural, ethnic, or language traditions, in accordance with ¶2551. It is intended to foster missional partnership, cultural dignity, and long-term ministry collaboration while preserving the autonomy and worship identity of each community.

2. Shared Spaces and Use
The Host Church agrees to share its facilities with the Partner Church for the purposes of worship, Christian education, discipleship, community events, administration, and pastoral care.
Specific rooms or areas to be shared include: ______________________________________.
A schedule of use, including days, times, and special events, will be developed jointly and updated regularly in writing.
Each congregation retains autonomy in planning its ministries, with mutual courtesy to avoid schedule conflicts or interference.
3. Worship Language and Practices
The Partner Church may worship in its own language(s) and cultural context, and may incorporate its cultural traditions in music, preaching, dress, and fellowship. The Host Church affirms the importance of cultural dignity and hospitality in shared sacred space.

4. Governance and Connectional Accountability
Both congregations are accountable to The United Methodist Church through their respective pastors, charge conferences, and district superintendent. This Covenant shall be entered into only with the written approval of the district superintendent, the pastors of the congregations, the respective charge conferences, and notification to the district board of location and building pursuant to ¶2551. 

5. Term and Renewal
This Covenant shall take effect on ____________ and continue through ____________, unless amended or concluded earlier. It may be renewed by mutual agreement, subject to district superintendent approval. Either party may request a review at any time. Termination requires ninety (90) days’ written notice by either party.

6. Financial Agreement
The Partner Church shall contribute $________ per month as a stewardship offering toward shared utilities, maintenance, custodial services, and facility upkeep. These terms shall be reviewed annually. Financial contributions shall be treated with transparency and respect, avoiding language of “rent” or “landlord” where not pastorally appropriate. A spirit of shared investment in the ministry facility is affirmed.

7. Custodial Responsibility and Facility Care
Each congregation shall be responsible for cleaning and resetting the spaces it uses. No permanent alterations may be made without consent of the Host Church’s board of trustees.

8. Safe Sanctuaries and Insurance
Both congregations shall follow Safe Sanctuaries or equivalent child protection policies. Each shall carry liability insurance and provide proof upon request, naming the other as an additional insured.

9. Conflict Resolution
Disagreements arising under this Covenant shall be addressed in the spirit of Matthew 18:15–17 and through prayerful, good-faith conversation. If needed, either congregation may request the guidance of the District Superintendent or a mutually agreed-upon mediator, in accordance with ¶2551. Litigation shall be a last resort and may only proceed after all connectional and mediation processes have been exhausted.

10. Language Access and Communication
Each congregation will make reasonable efforts to ensure clear communication across languages and cultures. Important notices may be translated. Both parties agree to promote cultural understanding and avoid assumptions rooted in dominant cultural norms.

11. Witness to the World
Both churches affirm that this Covenant reflects the inclusive mission of the church and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Through cooperation in difference, they offer a witness of reconciliation, hospitality, and shared faith to their surrounding community.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Covenant as of the date first written above.

HOST CHURCH
By: ___________________________________
Name / Title: __________________________
Date: _________________________________

PARTNER CHURCH
By: ___________________________________
Name / Title: __________________________
Date: _________________________________

PASTORS’ CONSENT
Host Pastor: ____________________________ Date: _______________
Partner Pastor: __________________________ Date: _______________

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT APPROVAL
Signature: ______________________________
Name: __________________________________
Date: _________________________________
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