FACILITY SHARING COVENANT
(Between Two United Methodist Congregations)

This Facility Sharing Covenant (“Covenant”) is entered into this ___ day of _________, 20      , by and between:
· [Name of Host Congregation], a local church of The United Methodist Church, located at __________________________________________ (“Host Church”), and
· [Name of Partner Congregation], also a local church of The United Methodist Church, located at __________________________________________ (“Partner Church”).

RECITALS
WHEREAS, both the Host Church and the Partner Church are chartered congregations within The United Methodist Church and are governed by the Constitution, polity, and connectional structure set forth in the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church (2020/2024 edition); and

WHEREAS, the Host Church holds its real and personal property in trust for The United Methodist Church in accordance with ¶2501 of the Book of Discipline, and desires to extend the use of a portion of its facility to support another United Methodist congregation in mission and ministry; and

WHEREAS, the Partner Church seeks to share in the use of that facility for worship, discipleship, and administrative purposes in a manner consistent with the theology, mission, and discipline of The United Methodist Church; and

WHEREAS, both congregations affirm their shared connectional identity and covenantal responsibility to one another under ¶¶ 2540 and 2541 of the Book of Discipline, including the required approvals and supervision of the District Superintendent;

NOW, THEREFORE, in a spirit of mutual respect, cooperation, and stewardship, and in reliance upon the grace of God and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the parties covenant and agree as follows:

1. Use of Facilities
The Host Church shall make available to the Partner Church designated areas of its facility, including the following: ____________________________ (hereafter, the “Shared Premises”). These spaces may include worship, fellowship, office, and classroom areas as mutually agreed upon. The Shared Premises shall be used by the Partner Church solely for its worship services, program ministries, administrative functions, and other church-related purposes consistent with the mission of The United Methodist Church.

2. Spirit of Shared Ministry
This Covenant is not merely logistical; it is spiritual. Both congregations acknowledge that this arrangement reflects a shared calling to be in mission together, and they commit to engaging one another in a spirit of collegiality, trust, and connectional unity. Decisions regarding scheduling, facility care, and ministry activity shall be approached collaboratively. Both churches are encouraged to explore shared ministry opportunities, such as community outreach, youth programs, or joint worship services on special occasions, as a sign of visible unity in the Body of Christ.

3. Scheduling and Coordination
The Host Church retains primary right of use over the Shared Premises during its regular worship hours, seasonal services, and church programming. The Partner Church shall establish a schedule of use in coordination with the Host Church, which shall be reviewed regularly and updated as needed. Conflicts will be addressed through respectful dialogue, with a shared commitment to maintaining peace and order.

4. Duration and Renewal
This Covenant shall begin on ____________ and shall remain in effect until ____________, unless amended or terminated sooner as provided herein. Either party may initiate a review of the Covenant annually, or at any time upon written request. Renewal or extension of the Covenant shall require new written consent from both congregations and the District Superintendent, in accordance with ¶¶2540, 2541.

5. Financial Sharing
The Partner Church agrees to contribute a monthly amount of $__________ toward the shared stewardship of the facility. This contribution is intended to cover a fair portion of utilities, maintenance, custodial services, and other building-related costs. The Host Church shall provide an annual (or upon request) summary of shared costs. Adjustments may be made by mutual agreement with 60 days’ written notice.

6. Property Care and Modifications
The Partner Church agrees to care for the Shared Premises as sacred space. No structural modifications, decorations, or permanent signage may be installed without prior written approval by the Host Church’s Board of Trustees, consistent with ¶2539. Any approved modifications shall remain the property of the Host Church unless otherwise agreed in writing. Upon conclusion of the Covenant, the Partner Church shall return the space to its original condition, normal wear and tear excepted.

7. Liability and Insurance
Each congregation shall carry its own general liability insurance and shall name the other as an additional insured. Proof of coverage shall be exchanged annually or upon request. Each church shall assume responsibility for the conduct and safety of its members and guests while on the premises.

8. Safe Sanctuaries and Compliance
Both parties affirm their commitment to Safe Sanctuaries policies or their equivalent, and shall ensure that all persons working with minors or vulnerable adults are appropriately screened and trained. The Partner Church shall provide documentation of its policy and compliance measures. Both churches will also comply with all applicable civil laws and denominational policies related to building use and public safety.

9. Connectional Oversight and Approvals
This Covenant shall not take effect until it is approved by the charge conference or church conference of the Host Church and is consented to in writing by the pastors of both congregations and the District Superintendent, in accordance with ¶¶2540 and 2541 of the Book of Discipline.

10. Dispute Resolution
Disagreements arising under this Covenant shall be addressed in the spirit of Matthew 18:15–17 and through prayerful, good-faith conversation. If needed, either congregation may request the guidance of the District Superintendent or a mutually agreed-upon mediator. Litigation shall be a last resort and may only proceed after all connectional and mediation processes have been exhausted.

11. Governing Principles
This Covenant shall be governed by the laws of the State of ______________________ and by the Constitution and Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church, as amended.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Facility Sharing Covenant on the date first written above.

HOST CHURCH
By: ___________________________________
Name / Title: __________________________
Date: _________________________________

PARTNER CHURCH
By: ___________________________________
Name / Title: __________________________
Date: _________________________________

PASTORAL CONSENT:
Pursuant to the Book of Discipline, I hereby consent to this Covenant.

____________________________________      Date: __________
Pastor of Host Church

PASTORAL CONSENT:
Pursuant to the Book of Discipline, I hereby consent to this Covenant.

____________________________________      Date: __________
Pastor of Partner Church

DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT CONSENT:
I hereby certify that this Covenant conforms to the Book of Discipline and consent thereto.

____________________________________      Date: __________
District Superintendent
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